Maths at home
Children love having fun playing around with numbers.
Talk about numbers you see around you, such as house numbers, the buttons on the TV remote, car registration plates, bus numbers. This will help children to recognise digits 0 to 20 and beyond.

Read counting books and recite number rhymes to build children’s confidence in the order of numbers, and counting both forwards and backwards out loud.

Play games involving numbers, such as dominoes and snakes and ladders. Dice games are great. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Match numbers to objects when counting, e.g. laying out toys in a row and saying the numbers in order as you place each toy down, and emphasising that the last number you say tells you the total number of toys. If the toys are moved around (but none added or taken away), they will learn that even if they are set out differently, the number remains the same (this is important mathematically).

Use concrete objects for counting, and for simple addition and subtraction. E.g. How many grapes do you have? If you ate two, how many would be left? You can also introduce the early stages of multiplication and division in a similar way. E.g. If you gave two grapes to each of your three teddies, how many grapes would we need in total? Or: You’ve got nine grapes there. Can you share them between your three teddies so they each get the same amount?
Whenever you play or carry out any games or activities involving numbers, try to keep it enjoyable for both you and your child. Little and often is best.
Praise and encouragement when your child finds a task difficult is very important. 

Remember to send in notes for the Learning Journeys when you are proud of them doing something. 
Have fun! 

