Reading with your child
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Today we are sending home your child’s reading book. The children need to bring their reading books and planner into school every day. We will change them twice a week. Please can you fill in a brief comment when you hear your child read. Every time you write in your child’s planner, this will count towards a certificate after your child had read 25 times!
Some ideas to help support reading development

· Read every day for 5 minutes.
· Read lots of different kinds of books, you could read together, share a bed time story, read everyday print around you and read school reading books.

· Always be enthusiastic about reading and books and be a role model. The children need to see you enjoying reading yourself.

· Always ask lots of questions this really helps to support your child understand what is happening in a book and helps them to understand new meanings of words.
· Model reading and show how important it is as children will copy what they see!
Some ideas to help support reading our school books

. 
· Always find a good time, this will be different for everyone, but it is important that when reading together it is always a positive experience.
· Read as much or as little in light of how your child is responding. Don’t push on through a book if your child finds it too difficult. It is better to only read a page or two. Try again at a different time.
· Read a school book more than once. There are lots of things to get out of a school book even the very short ones. Reading a second time helps give confidence usually they can read a book more fluently and quickly second time around which really boosts confidence. After reading for the first time you could just ask your child to retell the story to you next time, you could ask questions and get your child to find the answers in the book. You could play a word game, searching for words that begin with a certain sound, or finding tricky words. 
Try to be positive and praise your child for their effort and achievement even if they do not read the whole book fluently.
Working out new words:-

If your child comes to a difficult word and stops, you may like to try some of the following ideas…….

· Ask them to look at the first sound of the word.

· Encourage sounding out each letter to build the word or blend the sounds together.

· Ask them to look at the pictures for clues.

After reading: - discussion questions

The following are examples of the types of questions to use when discussing a story.

What was the story about?        Who was the main character?

Did you like the way the story ended?     Did you correctly predict the ending?

Would you recommend this story to a friend?
